
Jan E. Hanohano Dill founded Partners in Development in 1997 and has served 
as President and Chairman of the Board since January 12, 2001.  Since 1997, 
Partners in Development Foundation (PIDF) has been dedicated to drawing 
upon the ancient Hawaiian cultural traditions to meet the current challenges 
facing today’s Hawaiian population.  Using vital traditional concepts such as 
the ahupua‘a system of land and environmental stewardship, and 
ho‘ona‘auao, traditional mentorship in education, Partners in Development 
creates and implements programs to address the needs of at-risk groups 
within the Hawaiian community, such as preschool children, their caregivers, 
and economically depressed neighborhoods.  Partners in Development 
Foundation, an IRS Section 501(c)(3) non-profit public foundation was 
incorporated in 1997 with the goal of helping families and communities 

overcome difficult challenges in ways that would make them, in turn, teachers and helpers of others in 
need.  The Foundation’s first program was its free traveling preschool, Tūtū and Me, established in 2001 
through the U.S. Department of Education in cooperation with the Association of Hawaiian Evangelical 
Churches of the United Church of Christ.  This program set the pattern of PIDF’s utilization of traditional 
Hawaiian values in contemporary settings.  Recognizing the role of grandparents raising Hawaiian 
children, the program sent teaching teams to underserved communities to help meet the 
developmental needs of these young children and support the grandparents and other care-givers in 
this task.  As our Foundation plans new strategic approaches focusing on rural development, special 
needs education, and the health of minority groups, it remains committed not only to ensure the long-
term success of the people it serves, but also to instill in them a passion and a responsibility to serve 
others.  Among other community involvement, Mr. Dill served as Vice President, President and is now as 
a member of the Board of Na Pua a Ke Ali‘i Pauahi and former Chairman of the Governor’s Mayors’ 
Annual Hawaii Prayer Breakfast.  He was Chair of the Child Evangelism Fellowship of Hawai‘i Board, 
Steering Committee for the Polynesian Voyaging Society, Hokule‘a Voyage, and Volunteer Corps of the 
O‘ahu Community Correctional Center.  Since 1997, Mr. Dill has also been serving as President of 
Strategic Solutions, Inc. and Senior Advisor of Massachusetts Foundation for Excellence in Marine 
Polymer Sciences, Inc.  Prior to Mr. Dill's position with Partners in Development, he was Vice President 
of Pacific American Foundation (1998-2001), Partner and Project Director of Strategies Hawai‘i (1997-
2001), Co-Chief Executive Officer, Vice President and Public Affairs Officer of The Oceanic Institute 
(1978-1997), Research Associate and Special Assistant to the President of the Tufts University (1977-
1981), Director of Exchange Programs, Latin American Teaching Fellowship Program at Tufts University 
(1972-1977), Fulbright Fellow with the National University of Guatemala (1970-1972), and high school 
teacher and football coach at Punahou School (1966-1968).  Jan Dill was a Fulbright Fellow (1970-1972), 
received the Shell Oil Development Fellowship in 1970, is a member of Kappa Sigma Iota (National 
Spanish Language Honor Society), and was recognized with the Distinguished Graduate Award from 
Kamehameha Schools (1978).  He received a Master of Arts in Law and Diplomacy degree in economic 
development from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University, successfully completed 
oral exams for the doctoral course program from the same school, obtained a Master of Arts degree in 
international affairs from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University and earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in political science/philosophy from Beloit College in Wisconsin.  Mr. Dill was 
installed as the Chair of the Board of Directors for Partners in Development on January 12, 2001 and 
currently serves as President. 


